NORTHOTAR NEWS

NYOU BOUGHT ANOTHER
LINCOLN!!!

By Marilyn & Jack Fletcher

During the April 1998 Eastern National
Meet in Ft. Myers, Florida, Ginny and
Gordon Harbuck hosted a reception at their
home. The Harbuck’s have alarge collec-
tion of Lincoln’s and other marques, a huge
service and storage facility on their estate,
and manicured grounds for displaying their
collection. Severa of their cars had “For
Sale’ signs. Onein particular attracted
Jack like a magnet — a brown over beige
1971 four door Continental in immaculate
original condition, with only 13,000 actual
miles.

Throughout the evening, Jack kept return-
ing to the car to check-out one thing or an-
other. Eventually he got around to asking

Gordon what was the bottom line for asale.
When told the price, Jack’ s response was
one word, “Sold.”

The car was one of the earliest ' 71" s built
following the model change-over in July
1970. On July 28, 1970, it was shipped by
rail from the Lincoln Wixom, Michigan
plant to Petring Lincoln-Mercury Salesin
Norfolk, Nebraska. On October 1, 1970
the car was sold to John and L ouise Looker
of Norfolk. That fall the Looker’s drove
the car to their winter home in Punta Gorda
Isles, Florida, where the car stayed.

Shortly thereafter, Mr. Looker passed
away. With his passing, Mrs. Looker only
occasionally wintered in Florida, and the
car was hot used regularly. In 1988 the
Harbucks acquired the car. At the time, the
car still garaged, had only 11,500 miles on
(Continued on page 2)

Jack and Marilyn Fletcher and their 1971 Lincoln Continental
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Members and guests are welcome to attend the Board Meetings which are held the second Thursday of every month
except December at 7:00 PM at Whitaker Lincoln-Mercury on South Robert Street just north of Highways 110 and | 494

in Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota.
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the odometer, all four tires were flat, the battery was
dead, and the gas tank was rusted. The original spare,
unused was in the trunk. The Harbucks brought the car
to their shop, serviced it and drove it for about 2000
miles over the next ten years.

After completing the sale, arrangements were made
with Chris Dunn owner of Lincoln Land, Clearwater,
Floridato pick up the car at Harbucks and ship it to
Lance McDonald at Paradise Motor Sport, Lombard,
[llinois. Wehad our ’61 in Ft. Myersfor the Eastern
Meet and were reluctant to drive the’ 71 to lllinois
without some thorough checking-oui.

Upon delivery to Paradise the car was checked from
top-to-bottom and bumper-to-bumper. (We wanted to
enter it in the Western meet in late May in Santa Fe,
but time was too short, and too many little things need
attention.) The upper control arm bushing were re-
placed, the rubber was all dried out. Five new tires, of
the proper make and size, with the correct whitewall,
were located and installed. An origina style Motor-

craft battery replaced the “Diehard.” The exhaust sys-
tem, that had been repaired one section at atime over
the years, was replaced with stainless sted mufflers
resonators, and pipes. All of the hoses and belts were
retrofitted with ones containing the correct numbers. In
the process we found that the water pump was leaking,
and that too, was corrected. A tune-up with new plugs
and wires (correct) completed thejob. The car purred
like akitten, ran like atop, and looked beautiful. An-
other eye catching head turner was ready for street and
show.

In September 1998, the car was entered in our Mid
AmericaNational Meet in Itasca. The first time shown,

it won a Ford Motor Company Trophy. Winning a
Ford Motor Company Trophy makes the car a Sen-
ior Car. We would be faced with real tough com-
petition in the senior class, that included awide
range of vehicles.

Therefore we decided to take the car back to Para-

(Continued on page 7)




+11(

O+ 2

34

I+, +

)(

6 5

We tend to forget that our hobby is some-
what dependent on the weather. Our Annua
Whitaker All Lincoln car show isacasein
point. We anxioudly wait five months for
winter to leave us and look forward to those
nice days which allow usto take our old cars
out of the garage and enjoy driving them
about and showing them off to others. Sat-
urday, May 21%, was not one of the best
daysto hold acar show. Wind, misting con-
ditions, drizzling rain, and finally alight rain
took the edge off what wasto be agreat car
show day. Even though we could have a
better day, we still had 30 cars, representing
over five decades of Lincoln’sfinest. We
did have an opportunity to visit with club
members and learn alittle more about their
interests and concerns. Many of the mem-
bers were able to share experiences and
knowledge with other members. That’'s
what is great about our hobby. Sometimes
adversity builds friendships which may last
many years.

Our feature Lincoln this month belongs to
Jack and Marilyn Fletcher, who livein Illi-
nois, but are aso members of the club. The
Fletchers are travelers, who will go long
distances to attend meets and car shows.
Last year they attended our show at Mills
Motorsin Brainerd. | had an opportunity to
seetheir 1971 Continental. Itisliketravel-
ing back intime. ThisLincolnisavirtualy
brand new automobile. The Fletchers had
planned to attend the Whitaker show, but at
the last minute, the Lincoln required a minor
repair that could not be completed in time to
make Inver Grove Heights. The Fletchers
have contributed much to the hobby over the
years and we hope that they will journey to
Minnesota and we can have a chance to visit
with them once again. | do want to thank
both Jack and Marilyn for thisfine article
for our newsletter.

We have added extra pages to our newsl et-
ter to include information relating to the new
Lincoln Mark LT (light truck). The LT and
the news of the Zephyr which we featured
last month, bode well for the future of our

(Continued on page 4 favorite brand. We al realize that a particu-

lar brand must have severa offerings
throughout their line to appeal to awide
variety of buyers. Many of us have differ-
ent needs in a vehicle and they may not be
satisfied by either a sport utility vehicle or a
large four door sedan. We look forward to
Lincoln continuing to refine their existing
vehicles (Town Car, LS, Navigator and
Aviator) and to place into production the
LT, Zephyr and perhaps a successor to the
Mark VIII.

This June there will be several events that
will be of interest to our club members.
Every Saturday evening, Kellogg Boulevard
in downtown St. Paul will be open once
again for collector car parking. Drive down
in your 1965 or older vehicle, park along
Kellogg, take out your lawn chair and pre-
pare to spend a late Saturday afternoon vis-
iting with other car collectors. Plan on get-
ting there by 5:00 pm for the best parking.
The club plans on going as a group on Au-
gust 7th. Morein the next issue.

Eddie Cochran days will be held in Albert
Lea, June 11th through June 13th. There
was aflyer on thisin the May issue of the
Northstar News. A number of usplan on
going down on Saturday to take in the
sights. For those of you that are too young
to remember, Eddie was one of the early
rock and rollers, who belted out such hits as
“C’mon Everybody” and “ Summertime
Blues.” Hewasbornin Albert Lea on Octo-
ber 3, 1938 and died, tragically in an auto-
mobile accident in Chippenham, England on
April 17th, 1960.

Also, let us not forget the CCCA, Upper
Midwest Region Classic Car show in down-
town St. Paul on June 13th. More on this
elsewhere in thisissue.

If you have any activities that the club may
be interested in, please call, email or write
one of the board members. We do appreci-
ate your ideas.

Till next month, David, Marion, and Alex-
ander, the dog.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
May 14, 2004

Regional director Bob Johnson called the
meeting to order at 7:00 PM at Whitaker Lin-
coln-Mercury. Board members present were
Bob Johnson, Harvey Oberg, Dave Gustaf-
son, Bob Gavrilescu, Tom Brace, Tim Purvis
and Roger Wothe. Other members present
were Tim Behr, Gaye Purvis and Faye
Oberg. The minutes of the past meeting and
the agenda of this meeting were approved.

DIRECTORS REPORTS

Regional Director Bob Johnson reported that
our fifth annual Whitaker Car Show would
be Saturday 22 May. He also noted that
thereis an up-coming LCOC Board el ection.
In addition to the incumbents, there are three
new people running for the Board; John Bai-
ley, John Talbourdet and Dave Saxon. Bob
suggested that it might be a good ideato get
some new blood on the board. Please mark
and send back your ballot when you receive
it with the Continental Comments.

Secretary Roger Wothe reminded everyone
of the “ Show and Shing” event in Wayzata
on Saturday 31 July from 10:00 AM to 3:00
PM at the Wayzata Bay Shopping Center at
Superior Boulevard and Lake Street in Way-
zata. The event will be part of Wayzata's
150" Anniversary celebration. All cars more
than twenty-five years old are invited.

Treasurer Harvey Oberg reported the treas-
ury balance to be $5,209.30 with al bills
paid.

Membership and Publications Director Dave
Gustaf son reported the membership to be one
hundred thirty-nine. He still needs“My
Pride and Joy” articles.

Projects Director Bob Gavrilescu reported no
new sales this past month.

(Continued on page5)l| Activities: The North Star Region will be

attending the Capital Cruise night on Kel-
logg Boulevard on Saturday, August 7th.
Try to get there by 5:00 PM. Lincolns of all
years will be welcomed as part of the club
display. The Willmar car show was on Sun-
day 16 May. The Sunday brunch in No-
vember will be at the Stone Ridge Golf Club
on [-94. Time and date to follow.

There being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned at 7:45 PM. The next meet-
ing will be at Whitaker Lincoln-Mercury on
Thursday 10 June at 7:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Roger
Wothe.

Above, apair of Marks, Jim French’s 1974
and Richard Magner’ s 1960.

Below, Jeff Eisenberg’s 1956 Continental
Mark Il. Great carsevenintherain.

Sunday, July 25th, 2004. Picnic at
Ray Nelson’s, Princeton, Mn.
More details in the July issue.
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Saturday, May, 22", we held our 5" An-
nual Classic Lincoln Car Show at
Whitaker Lincoln Mercury in Inver
Grove Heights. Thiswas agreat event
despite drizzle, light rain and very cool
temperatures. Our turnout was 30 cars,
7 classic Lincolns were shown for the
first time. We had a great turnout when
you listened to the weather reports about
flood watches and heavy rains forecasted
before and after our show. Thewind
picked up about 1:00 PM and with light
rain and very cool temperatures, we then
ended the car show with our awards and
door prizes.

Peoples Choice Awards for Best of
Show, winners were; 1% place, Harvey
and Faythe Oberg, 1941 Lincoln Cabrio-
let; 2" Place, Jeff Eisenberg, 1956 Lin-
coln Mark 11 and 3" Place, Tom Brace,
1937 Lincoln K Two Window Sedan.
Kevin and Silva Sherek, Virginia, Mn,
won the Long Distance Award, Kevin
said their 1962 Lincoln sedan drove like
adream and preformed great on the 200
mile drive from Virginia, MN. Roger
Wothe and Jeff Eisenberg, each won our
top door prize, Lincoln Dealer Display
Flags, two oil changes given by Chuck
Whitaker and a dozen Lincoln baseball
caps were aso given away to our wet
and cold Lincoln lovers.

It was great to meet new region mem-
bers, and see the special Lincolns they
drivefor thefirst time. | hopethisisthe
beginning for them to build new friend-
ships and have fun enjoying their beauti-
ful cars. We must remember that enjoy-
ing our cars, making new friends and
having fun at our eventsis our main pur-
pose as aclub. New members at Whita-
kers, Kevin and Silva Sherek, Lowell

(Continuedonpage O Brekcke and Tony Peil, we look forward

to seeing them at our further events.

Thank you, Chuck Whitaker for the
door prizes and the BBQ lunch. The
big tent that Chuck provided was key
to the success of the car show with
the nasty weather we had. It doesn’t
seem like it was 5 years ago that Jim
French, organized thefirst Car Dis-
play at Whitaker Lincoln Mercury.
Thank you, Jim and Chuck, for start-
ing this great car show.

Only three months to our next car
show. Our 2" Annual Out State
Classic Lincoln Car Show will be
held at Austin Ford Lincoln Mercury,
Austin MN, on Saturday, August 14™
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Plan on at-
tending, thiswill be afun event and a
chance to get to see Lincolns from
Southern Minnesota/Wisconsin and
lowa.

Our June activity will be Eddie Coch-
ran Days, in Albert Lea, June 11, 12
& 13, 2004. The main day will be the
18" Annual Car & Swap Meet on
Sunday June 13". Car registration is
$10.00, 50% goes to the Eddie Coch-
ran scholarship fund. If you want to
stay overnight, call The Country Inn
Suites, 507-373-5513, Room $69.00,
or the Holiday Inn Express, 1-800-
465-4329, room $99.99. Please call
early for reservations.

Please share your ideas about the club
with your board members. Thisis
your club, and we all welcome your
help to make it better.

As aways, keep the journey continu-
ing in our marvelous Lincolns.
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Saturday, May 21st, began with the
promise of being awindy, rainy day.
Not the best for a car show. | fired up
the 1951 Cosmopolitan and drove over
to Inver Grove Heights from Burnsville
being second to arrive at shortly after
9:00 AM. Member Daniel Vandeberg
was already there wiping the moisture
off his 1964 Continental Sedan.

Daniel Vandeberg's 1964 Continental

Other cars and their owners quickly ar-
rived, and by 10:00 AM we had a nice
grouping of Lincolns onthe lot, despite
the weather.

Chuck Whitaker fired up the grill about
noon and lunch was served. We want to
thank Chuck for his continuing support
of thisannual car show. We also appre-
ciated histent, which kept us dry near
the end of the show.

Chuck Whitaker and Bob Johnson
looking over the fine cars on display.

Left to Right, Tom Brace's 1937 K,
Roger Wothe's 1942 Continental
and Jack Vanatta' s 1946 Lincoln.

In spite of the dreary day, Kevin and
Silva Sherek drove down from Virginia,
Minnesota, some 200 miles one way for
the show, also winning the long distance
award. Theoldest Lincolnin atten-
dance was the beautiful 1937 K, owned
by Tom Brace. There was a good repre-
sentation of 1940’ sincluding Harvey
Oberg's 1941, Tim Purvis' 1940, Roger
Wothe' s 1942 and Jack and JuliaVa-
natta’s 1946. There was also good rep-
resentation from the rest of the decades,
70's, 80's, and 90's.

As the weather was not improving, it
was decided to wrap it up at about
1:00PM to be able to get home before
the heavy rains materialized. Peoples
choice awards were given out to the
Obergs (first) for their fine 1941 Cab-
riolet, Jeff Eisenberg (second) for his
1956 Mark Il. and (third place) to Tom
Bracefor his 1937 K.

Left to Right, Harvey Oberg's 1941
and Tim Purvis 1940.

Once again, we want to thank Chuck
Whitaker for his hospitality, and we al
hope to continue this tradition again
next year, hopefully with better weather.
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dise to get it presentable as a senior car
in the 1999 shows. The rear bumper
was starting to flake, so that was taken
off and sent out for replating. While on
the show field at Itasca our son Bill,
who does our polishing, waxing, and
cleaning, noticed that the paint on the
trunk lid was starting to check. We de-
cided to have the trunk lid repainted.
Under the hood some fine detailing was
necessary, consistent with the senior
status of the car.

The biggest problem, though, was our
concern on how to get the car to Dallas
for the Memorial Day weekend Mid
Americameet — ship it or driveit. We
like to drive our cars, but do you drive a
99 - 100 point, near perfect, 19-year old
car with only 13,000 miles on the
odometer, or do you ship it? After ex-
ploring a number of alternatives, our
decision wasto drive. The car was
made to be driven. We like to drive our
old cars. Sowedrove.

Thiswas the first time that we had ever
driven the car more than afew miles at
atime. Wetook Interstate 55 south
from Chicago and near the Dixie Truck
Stop at McLean we filled up the tank.
Marilyn computed our gas mileage and
it was 11.9 mpg. We put 19 gallons of
gas in what the Owner’s Manual said
was a 23 gallon tank. In Missouri we
filled up for the second time. Another
19 galon fill in what we were confident
was a 23 gallon tank. Thistime our
mpg was 13.1. We attributed the dra-
matic increase in mileage to the fact that
Chicago areagasis “ oxygenated” and
“everyone knows that downstate gas
gives better mileage.

After entering Oklahoma on the Turn-
pike, the low fuel indicator light went
onjust as we were passing the Big
Cabin casis. Marilyn checked the mile-
ageto the next turn off Claremore. It
was about 28 miles. Jack said, “ Great,

we have a 23 gallon tank, the fuel light
comes on when there are 4 gallons left,
we are getting 13 miles per gallon. We
can go 52 miles before we are dry. No
problem.”

Guesswhat? A mile from the turn off
for Claremore, about 25 milesfrom
where the low fuel indicator light went
on, werun out of gas. Marilyn callsthe
Highway Patrol on her cdl phoneand a
Trooper arrivesin about twenty minutes.
After inquiring about our problem, he
tells Jack, “ Gather up some money,
we'regoing for gas.” Jack getsin with
the Trooper, and with gravel flying,
lights flashing, and the sirens wailing off
they go for gas asfast as that Ford will
go, nearly 140 mph. Jack asked the
Trooper what the big hurry was, and the
response, “I’ ve got three other calls wait-
ing.” Thetwo return quite soon, to
Marilyn who stayed with the car listen-
ing to their progress which is being re-
ported by truckers on their CB’s, with a
gallon of gasthat is poured in the tank
and the car startsright up. Thecar is
driven amileto the station, and guess
what, the most gas that can be squeezed
into the tank is 20 gallons.

Thelesson learned. Thetank isnot a23
gallon tank but had been replaced with a
21 gallon tank. The low fuel indicator
light comes on when there is two gallons
left, not four. Twenty-five miles would
be stretching it after the light comes on.
(By the way thisis only the second time
we have run out of gasin 48 years of
courtship and marriage. Thefirst was
just before Christmasin 1968. Jack had
bought Marilyn a 1969 Red V olkswagen
Convertible as a surprise Christmas gift.
The Saturday morning before Christmas,
upon Jack’ s return from a businesstrip,
he asked Marilyn to pick him up at the
airport. After getting in the car here-
quested that she drive a certain route
home, which would take them by the
dealership. Jack had made arrangements

(Continued on page 8)
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to have the car decorated with ribbons
and bows and a huge Christmas card
was on the hood. On the way, Marilyn
ran out of gas. His comment, according
to Jack, was “ Golly gee honey, you
should have bought gas.” According to
Marilyn the comment was more like

“ @HSYN&H@* (“)(* (@#1.")

The remainder of thetrip to Dallas was
unremarkable. At Dallas we cleaned the
bugs off the front of the car, put it on
the show field, where it won the Dr.
Erwin C. Ruth Trophy, best in Senior
Class 306 — 1970 or newer Lincoln,
Lincoln Continental, Mark Series, Ver-
sailles, Town Coupe, or Town Car.
Needless to say the trophy was pre-
sented to two proud Fletchers. As best
we can recall, our car was one of the
few senior carsthat was driven any dis-
tance to Dallas.

Following the Dallas meet the car was
driven to New Orleans, Jack had a con-
vention to attend there the next week.
We |eft the car at some friends home
while we stayed in the French Quarter.
And when the convention was con-
cluded we drove straight home to
Mount Prospect, without an overnight

stay.

Except for running out of gas, the car
ran beautifully for the entire trip. Our
only complaint, it now has 16,000 miles
instead of 13,000.

The above article was originally pub-
lished in the Lake Shore Region News
Letter. Since that publication the car
was driven to the Eastern National
Meet in Ellenville New Y ork where
it placed second to a car with less
than 100 actual miles. Next it was
shown at the Western National Meet
in Irvine California (again driven),
where it was awarded a second
“Ruth” Trophy. In 2000 the car was
entered in the newly established
Emeritus Class, driven to ten consecu-

tive National Meets, and scored more
than 97 points at each. It wasthefirst
winner of President’s Trophy, and has
since won a second President’s Trophy
at the 2003 Dearborn National Meet.
The Car isnow “retired” from National
shows, but is still appearing at Regional
meets, like the North Star meet in Bax-
ter last summer.

Below, isthe price sticker from Jack
and Marilyn Fletcher’'s 1971 Lincoln
Continental. It ishard to believe that
you could buy one of these fine cars for
$6,236 plustax and license. Also, itis
doubtful that anyone paid the full
sticker price. Of course, most of us
were making alot less thirty-three years
ago. Still, it wasalot of car for the
money. Thanks to the Fletchersfor
sharing their story with us.
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Combining the functionality of afull-size pickup truck
with the luxury of alegendary automotive brand, the
Mark LT from Lincoln made its debut at the 2004
North American International Auto Show.

TheMark LT isakey part of Lincoln’s plan to broaden
the showroom and build momentum and profitable
growth by introducing 11 new Lincoln-Mercury prod-
uctsin six new segments within the next four years. On
salein early 2005, the new Mark LT is one of five new
Lincolnsthat will be introduced.

Throughout its history Lincoln has used the Mark name
to signal atruly specia vehicle. It began with Edsel
Ford' sfirst Continental, the Mark |. Next followed the
1956 Continental Mark 11, which quickly became a
classic because of its high quality, clean styling and
consummate good taste.

The 1969 Mark |11 went on to sell more than 30,000
units, making it at the time Lincoln’s most successful
new model ever. Other Mark vehicles were introduced
in the 1970s, ‘80s and ‘ 90s.

With introduction of the Mark LT, Lincoln for the first
time uses the Mark name on a pickup truck. That's be-
causethe Mark LT upholds the tradition of avehicle
that stands apart from all others.

"The Mark LT offersalevel of luxury and sophistica-
tion never before seen in a pickup truck," said Darryl

Hazel, Lincoln-Mercury president. "ThisisaLincoln
for people who own land and have active lifestyles.

"Lincoln created the full-size luxury SUV segment
with the launch of the Navigator six years ago, and we
believe there is growing market appeal for atruck with
luxury and elegance but with absolutely uncompro-
mised truck capahility,” Hazel added.

Mark LT hasindisputable truck capabilities. It is de-
rived from Ford’s new F-150, a proven workhorse and

America s best-selling pickup for 27 years. The Mark LT
will be available in both 4x2 and 4x4 configurations and
will offer four full-size doors and a 5.5-foot box.

Creating Lincoln elegance and understated luxury from
such a solid foundation was key to the unique appeal of
the new Mark LT. Representative of past and present
Lincolns, the Mark LT incorporates contemporary yet
timeless design, indulgent comfort and the unique use of
materials to meet the standards expected of aluxury vehi-
cle.

Hazel is confident the new vehicle provides the opportu-
nity to introduce a new customer base to the Lincoln fam-

ily.

During the past decade, buyers flocked to the traditional
pickup truck segment, more than doubling annual volume
from 1.1 million to 2.3 million units. Customer research
predicts continued growth in the high end of both the
truck and SUV segments.

Production Version on the Way
TheMark LT show vehicle introduced at the North
American International Auto Show isastrong signal

about the production version of Lincoln’s future luxury
truck. Production will begin early in 2005 at Ford’' s Dear-
born Truck Plant in Michigan.

"Mark LT is concrete evidence of how we can create a
compelling Lincoln product faster by sharing efficiencies
throughout Ford’s North American organization," Hazel
said. "This approach means we can create more great
products, and that is at the core of the Lincoln renais-
sance."
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Capability Meets Elegant Design
Although the Mark LT is an authentic pickup with supe-
rior power and driving dynamics, what makes it atrue
fit for Lincoln isits unique elegance. The exterior de-
sign features shown on the Mark LT give a strong indi-
cation of what the production vehicle will look likein a
little more than a year.

Mark LT’ s exterior features a theme of chrome accents,
asserting the vehicle' s status and enhancing its appear-
ance. Its dominant grille, wide tail lamps and thick
spoked wheels give it an unmistakable family resem-
blance to today’ s Lincoln Aviator and Navigator SUVs.

"The Mark LT’ s confident use of chrome draws atten-
tion to its presence," said Patrick Schiavone, design di-
rector, North America Truck and SUV. "With a strong
stance and bold lines, the chrome accents incorporate
seamlessly into the vehicle' s design, completing it with-
out taking over."

The Mark LT’ s face displays a dominant grille that
combines traditional Lincoln lines with a new solid cen-
ter that features a prominently anchored, illuminated, 8-
by-2-inch Lincoln star as the showpiece.

Unique to the Mark LT is a hefty band of chrome that
wraps the length of the vehicle, highlighting its tough-
ness. The chrome theme continues with 20-inch
chrome-plated wheels that display the Lincoln star at
the center, adding an uptown sophistication to the vehi-
cle's stance.

The Lincoln design theme continues at the rear with
chrome trim surrounding tail lamps that wrap into the
tailgate for a broadened appearance, similar to the Avia-
tor and Navigator. The tailgate of the Mark LT show
truck finishes the exterior design with an inset appliqué
that features an illuminated Lincoln star at the center.

The truck’ s Atlantic Pearl exterior color is acool blue,
reminiscent of stainless steel, darkening in the shade
and illuminating in the light. Additional chrome exterior
elements are found on the front and rear bumpers, side
mirrors, door handles, box rail moldings, lower clad-
ding, running boards and on the roll tip exhaust.

Interior Luxury for Those Who Travel Well
Lincoln vehicles have arich history of interior environ-

10

ments that combine the height of style with elegance
and romance. The preview of the production Mark LT
offers a modern design interpretation of the brand’s
heritage that is one vision of what Lincoln interiors
could offer.

The use of distinctive materialsin today’s Lincoln
Navigator and Aviator interiors are evidence of Ford
Motor Company’s tripled investment in interior design.
The Mark LT builds on those interiors while adding
contemporary finishes and warm colors that result in an
environment that is both inviting and stimulating.

"It'simportant to find the right combination of materi-
als," said Marek Reichman, director, Interior Design
Strategy. "This vehicle has a harmonious balance of
materials, while providing enough contrast to be visu-
aly interesting."

Because Lincoln represents elegance without compro-
mising comfort, the Mark LT show truck features lavish
use of lightly colored, anti-scratch premium leather.
This velvety leather blankets the interior, covering the
headliner, steering wheel, seats, center console and door
panel, while plush sheepskin flooring completes the
opulence of the interior.

A metallic finish theme runs throughout the interior,
bringing depth and elegance to simple surfaces. The
integrated center stack, ends of the instrument panel,
center console housing, cup holders and steering wheel
spokes all are presented in a sterling matte silver finish.

Textured aluminum accents dividing the door panels
and surrounding the climate and audio controls on the
center stack further support the contemporary styling.

To complement those materials, Lincoln designers used
a highly translucent core mineral to create a dark
chrome effect on the air vents, door handles, at the base
of the floor-mounted gear shifter, on seat controls and
Lincoln stars. The contrasting color provides polished
detail to the interior.

The gauge cluster features Lincoln’s signature white
lighting, black background with white numerals, dark-
ened chrome bezels and a textured aluminum back-
ground that matches the center stack.

A continuing Lincoln trait is attention to detail, depicted
inthe Mark LT with a special French styled pleating.
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The front and rear seats also incorporate a unique
quilted pattern insert, which communicates comfort
and high style. Mark LT’ s hard-shell seatbacks have an
integrated map pocket bearing the Lincoln star. Further
detail is depicted by applying the unique sew style to
the armrests and the

brow of the instrument cluster.

True Pickup Truck Functionality and a Superior
Driving Experience

The full-sized luxury vehicle buyer wants to travel
well even when hard at work, and the Mark LT brings
this experience to them with a 5.4-liter, 3-valve Tri-
ton™ V-8 engine that produces 300 horsepower at
5,000 rpm and 365 foot-pounds of torque at 3,750 rpm.
The Mark LT delivers crisp and direct steering, the
rideis plush yet controlled, braking is assured and the
cabinisquiet. Theresult isafully functiona luxury
pickup truck that is an unqualified pleasure to drive.

A Solid Frame and State-of-the-Art Suspension
Essential to meeting the driving dynamics expected of
apickup truck worthy of the Lincoln nameplate, the
Mark LT isbuilt on a stable hydroformed frame that
forms a closed "box" section, as opposed to the tradi-
tiona "C" framerail design. The result isincreased
stiffness and stronger attachment points for the body
and suspension for excellent handling and a quiet,
composed ride.

A substantial contributor to the new Mark LT’ sdriving
feel — plush, yet connected to road —is a front suspen-
sion that reacts to absorb bumps but stands strong
against steering forces. Both 4x2 and 4x4 models use a
coil-over-shock, long-spindle double wishbone front
suspension with a cast aluminum lower control arm.

The Mark LT features "gripping" bushings to mount
the front stabilizer bar. This design keeps the bushing
compressed against the stabilizer bar, alowing the
bushings to twist with it. The bushings are soft in re-
sponse to road impacts, but stiff for cornering capabil-
ity, with ride tuning and handling tuning optimized
independently. The design gives more linear loading
for "crisp" steering response, yet maintains relatively
low bushing rates for a smooth ride.

For increased stability and a more aggressive stance,

the front track is 67.0 inches wide, which helpsin-
crease stability while braking, reduce tire wear and en-
hance handling and steering precision.

Mark LT’ s Hotchkiss-design rear suspension has been
optimized with rear shock absorbers placed outboard
of the frame rails— a pickup truck segment trait shared
only with Ford’s new

F-150. The outboard rear shocks are positioned to
maximize their effect at reducing body lean, particu-
larly during lane changes. Because of this massive lev-
erage advantage, the shocks can be tuned for a
smoother ride.

The new Mark LT combines a comfortable, isolated
and well-supported ride with balanced communication
between the vehicle and driver. Mark LT’ s superior
frame stiffness, advanced body mounts and carefully
tuned suspension work together to deliver aquiet and
composed ride.

All of the suspension’s mounting points on the frame
arerigid "large-footprint" designs that provide a
strong, solid base. Likewise, the engine mounting loca-
tion isreinforced so that the hydraulic engine mounts
can absorb powertrain vibrations and prevent them
from reaching the passenger compartment

Precise Rack-and-Pinion Power Steering, Powerful
Brakes
The rack-and-pinion steering system used in the Mark
LT isthe largest, strongest and most rugged ever used
by Lincoln. The predictable, linear steering response
comes from careful tuning by engineering expertsto
help ensure that steering effort builds naturally with
steering angle.

In addition to its dynamic performance, the new Mark
LT’ s steering system also makes for arelatively tight
46-foot turning circle, which beats comparably
equipped competitors. The Mark LT has a smaller
turning circle than the Dodge Ram Quad Cab.

State-of-the-art standard four-wheel disc brakes are
large and powerful, and four-wheel anti-lock braking
system (ABS) and electronic brake force distribution
(EBD) are standard. EBD actively manages the brake
force between the front and rear wheels, helping to re-
duce braking distances and maximize rear-wheel brak-
ing, particularly while towing. The system also uses
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sensor data to compare wheel speed more than 100
times during each rotation. If wheel lockup isimmi-
nent, the EBD controller redirects brake force to opti-
mize available traction.

Towing Performance
The Mark LT’ s chassis and powertrain make pulling a
trailer easier than ever. The laterally stiff new rear sus-
pension helpsresist side loads and the outboard rear
shocks and wide leaf springs help reduce overall axle
motion. Precise steering combined with a stiff frame
and body contribute to confident, stress-free trailering,
while powerful brakes enhanced with standard anti-
lock control and electronic brake force distribution
maximize stopping power.

The 5.4-liter, 3-valve Triton™ V-8 engine has ample
low-end torque, and the sophisticated electronic throt-
tle control is designed to provide seamless, instant re-
sponse and consistent transmission shift quality at vari-
ous altitudes and vehicle loading. With atowing capac
ity of 8,900 Ibs. and payload capacity of 1,620 Ibs.,
Lincoln’s Mark LT can tow anything from a horse
trailer to asmall yacht and carry all the gear needed to
arrivein style.

Four-wheel -drive model s use the proven electronic
shift-on-the-fly transfer case of the current

F-150. The standard electronic throttle control allowed
engineers to incorporate a dedicated |ow-range accel-
erator response for better control of torque in dippery
conditions, and to reduce bucking caused by torque
fluctuations while crossing rough terrain.

A Safe Jour ney
For safety, the Mark LT offers outstanding occupant
protection with a structure designed to absorb and dis-
Sipate crash energy before it can reach the reinforced
passenger compartment. Features such as Ford’ s Per-
sonal Safety System™, occupant classification sensing
and BeltMinder™ safety belt reminder system also
help provide better protection than ever before.

Editors Note: Information from Lincoln Division,
Ford Motor Company. We anxiously await these ex-
citing new products from Lincoln in the next few
years. Excitement and driving pleasure await current
and prospective Lincoln owners.
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The Midwest premier Concours d’ Elegance and the
Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Twin Cities Section
have joined forces for the first time for the annual Mid-
west Premier Concurs d’ Elegance 2004. Now at a new
location with anew date. The CCCA invitesyou to
join them at Rice Park on Sunday, June 13" from
11:00 am to 2:00 pm for a spectacular day of cars, cul-
ture and fun. Formerly two separate shows; one pre-
sented by the Upper Midwest Region of the Classic
Car Club of America at Blake School in Hopkins, Min-
nesotain July and the other by the Mercedes Benz
Club of America at The Sofitel in Bloomington; this
prestigious Concours will be conducted as ajoint
show.

In past years, many of the world’s outstanding and
unusual motorcars have been displayed on its show
field. One year, not one but two of the eight Dusen-
berg Beverly models ever built were displayed at this
show. One of them currently isin Jay Leno’s collec-
tion. Another year, the one of akind Bucciali V12 was
shown prior to restoration by Bruce Kelly's Lake
Country Classics.

This year more than 85 motor carswill be on display.
From Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Gullwing Coupes to
three iterations of the 230 SL, the 250 SL and the 280
SL Pagoda Convertibles, which will be in the spotlight
aswell asavast array of Classic Cars by Buick, Au-
burn, Cadillac, Lincoln, Packard and Rolls-Royce, and
Concours quality restorations of the famed American
hardtop design cars of the forties, fifties, and sixties
will be on public display.

The Concours siteis located in Rice Park between the
Historic St. Paul Hotel, The J.J. Hill Library, The
Landmark Center and the Ordway Theater in Down-
town St. Paul. Held in conjunction with the 150™
birthday of St. Paul, Minnesota, various musical artists
will perform for contestants and spectators from the
steps of the J.J. Hill Library Building on the South side
of Rice Park. Judging of motorcars commences at
11:00 am with aformal awards drive-by ceremony at
2:00 pm. Specia awardswill include the Peoples
Choice, Best in Show, Best Original, Best Mercedes
and Best Classic Car. A portion of the proceeds will
go to benefit the Alzheimer’s Association. For further
information on this spectacular event may be obtained
by contacting Ray Kroll at 763-391-6656.



# # |

4 # |

For Sale: 1953 Lincoln Capri two door hardtop, original
black over red with power windows and power seat. This
isarust free Arizona car presently undergoing restoration,
including complete engine overhaul, new upholstery,
chrome plating, wiring harness, and more. $7,000. Call
Gary Ofstedahl at 507-433-7649 or email at
gary.ofstedahl @courts.state.mn.us for more information.

For Sale:

1978 Versailles, good driver, very clean and presentable.
Beautiful like new leather interior, all accessories includ-
ing air. 56,000 miles Exterior features a harvest gold
color. Matching interior. Includes 4 wheel disk brakes.
For an opportunity to own thisfine Lincoln, call Lyle
Sumner at 952-894-8431

For Sale: Nice 1971 Mark 111, 98K miles, same owner for
25 years. Light butterscotch color, brown top and interior.
$3,300 to agood home. 320-220-0844, near Willmar, MN

$55 each. 320-796-5819, Spicer, MN email: dardside-
manor @tds.net..

Wanted Good brown tone interior for 1956-57 Lincoln
coupe. Francis Kavoda, Willmar, 320-235-5777 or
Email fijk@charter.net

For Sale: NOS in FoMoCo boxes, Two 1961 Brake drums.

For Sale;

1955 Cadillac motor, fresh valve job with new valves and
valve seats. Runs good. Has transmission adapter to fit 1946-
48 Lincoln or Ford. $500

1946-48 Lincoln front axle, complete  $150

Pair of 46-48 Lincoln front fenders and nose. $250

2 upper grillsfor 46-48 Lincoln. $150

Rear bumper for 46-48 Lincoln Zephyr. $50

Pair of fender skirtsfor 56 Lincoln. $150

46-48 Lincoln air cleaner, complete. $300

Like new 6 volt Dura Start heavy duty $20

Wanted 26 tooth 46-48 Lincoln transmission cluster gear.

Call Ted Anderson at 763-561-8143

Remember, if you have something you want to sell, let
your editor know. Ads are free to anyone who has car
stuff to sell. Make some money and perhaps help an-
other member. Write or email today.
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Available now, 1956 Continental Mark 11, 25,000 mile
original. Purchased twenty five years ago from the
widow of the original owner. Maroon exterior with
matching leather interior in good original condition.
Please call Cal Fercho at 701-237-6313

1979 Mark V Cartier

38,000 Miles. 400 Cubic inch engine. Always garaged.
All manuals, all original car. Champagne color with Lan-
dau styleroof. Matching interior with red trimin like
new condition. Has optional 8 track player with tapes.
Carpet covered with floor mats since new. $12,000 Call
Ray Dolney at 612-722-9966. Own tomorrow’s classic
today.

Club Jackets and Shirts are Now Available
Reasonably Priced
Great Looking
Contact Bob Johnson at 651-257-1715

For Sale. 1969 MARK I11 64,000 original miles. Thisis
avery clean car, that has been inside most of it'slife.
This fine example of aMark |11 scored 98 points at the
Red Wing Mid-America meet in 2002. A super fine
driver offered at $13,900. Please call Bill Juring at 651-
484-2799 today.
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June 6th. All Ford Show and Swap Meet, Apple Valley Ford, Apple Valley, MN
Eddie Cochran Days, Albert Lea, MN , MN. June 11, 12, 13th Thisisagreat 3 day
event! Member Rod Johnson invites us down to Albert Lea

for al the fun. See attached flyer in the May newsl etter.

Back to the Fifties... State Fair Grounds June 18th - 20th. Look for Tim Purvis.

Chanhassen 4th of July Parade Day Car Show, Chanhassen, MN

Lakeville Pan-O-Prog Cruise Night and Car Show July 9th and 10th. Lakeville
High School.

Picnic at Ray Nelson’'s, Sunday July 25th, Princeton, MN

Saturday July 31st. “ Show and Shine” event in Wayzata from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
at the Wayzata Bay Shopping Center at Superior Boulevard and Lake Street in Wayzata.
The event will be part of Wayzata's 150™ Anniversary celebration. All cars more than
twenty-five years old areinvited.

LCOC Eastern National July 15th - 18th. Ellenville, NY

Northstar LCOC Night on Kellogg Blvd in downtown St. Paul, Saturday, August 7th

be there by 5:00 PM to park your Lincoln with the group. Because thisisagroup event,
all Lincolns of any age are welcome. Bring your 70's, 80's and 90’s.

Northstar LCOC “Out state” All Lincoln Car Show. Southern Minnesota

Saturday, August 14th, 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM Austin Ford, Lincoln and Mercury

Northstar LCOC picnic Roger Wothe' s Environments, Inc, September 12th.
LCOC Mid-America, September 22nd - 26th San Antonio, TX

Event in process. Possible tour to John Woodhead' s collection.

End of year Brunch, Sunday Stone Ridge Golf Club, Time and Date in future issues.

If you have any ideas for future club activities, please let your board members
know. We welcome your suggestions for future events. Call ustoday, or
email: Activities@northstarlcoc.org

BACK ISSUES OF THE NORTHSTAR NEWS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE NORTHSTAR
LCOC WEB SITE. www.northstarlcoc.org Click on publications. Issues are in PDF format
and may be printed on your color printer.




