NORTHOTAR NEWS

Our feature Lincoln this month is the
pride and joy of Jim French, our
Director.

Lincolnsin my life, by Jim French.

| was born and raised
in the Detroit area, so |
have had motor oil in
my veins since | was
born. My father was
an engineer and
worked at GM, Pack-
ard, and Ford. He
worked at Ford from
1954 to 1960. During
most of that time he
wasin chassis design
at the Mercury, Edsel
and Lincoln Division.

own, | have wanted to own a Lincoln.
For many years, | could not afford to buy
anew one, but finally, | managed to buy
my first used one. It wasa 1973 Mark
V. My older sister and her husband live
in the Palm Springs, California area, and
- in 1983, | told themto
start looking for a good
i used Lincoln for me. |

One day a man came
into their home fur-
nishings store to look
= around and somehow
i the subject of him hav-
ing a1973 Mark 1V for
sale came up. A price
was soon agreed upon,
and | owned my first

We drove Mercury, Ed-

Lincoln. It wasan ugly
lime green color with a

sel, and Lincoln Company
vehicles around as a matter of course.
We also drove the competition carsto se
how they stacked up. We generally
owned Fords and there being four kids,
they were station wagons for the most
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part. We could never really afford to
won aLincoln at the time, but it sure was

white vinyl top and
white interior. The car sat out in the sun
most of its’ life, and the vinyl top was
badly cracked. The paint was OK, but
who would stand the color. Thefellow |
car pooled to work with called it dime
green. | ripped off the vinyl top and had
the entire car repainted a deep red. What
an improvement! | sold that car in 1990
to someone who lives not far from my
home, and | still see the car around once
inawhile. It ill looks good.

Just before | sold the Mark V1, | bought a
used 1986 Mark VII LSC. Thiswas gold
with atan interior. A small car in com-

parison with the Mark V. My wifeand |

# nice to have a different one every night in \t,(\;;); t;?;[g gna.rs Oe?j ﬁ;’gﬁ! Itﬁg% t(;\I/\I/Dr? \(I)VUt S
the driveway. We did take some of the HOV\;ever thjel}\//lark V11 qot so much ggt-
Lincoln Company cars on vacation, and ter 0as mil e it won tt?e vote as the
they were always a pleasure to drive. Iong i stan?:aegcér
Always enough room for the six of us d '
plusluggage in the cavernous trunks of Thefirst picture | saw of the Mark VII
these large cars. (Continued on page 2)
Ever since | since | have been on my pag
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Title Name
Director Jim French
Asst Director Jay White
Activities Director Tim Purvis

Projects Director

Bob Gavrilescu

4 566-5665

Phone Numbers

H(651)451-6730

H(952)432-5939
H(651)459-6176
H(651)488-3878
H(952)435-1919
H(952)435-1919
H(651)739-9754

H(952)473-3038
0(952-933-9981

email & FAX

jwfrench2@juno.com
Fax(775)599-2828

jaywhitel@prodigy.net

davidwgustafson@att.net
Fax(952)898-5230 (home)

rwothe@environmentsinc.com
Fax(952)473-0244(home)

Membership Dave Gustafson
Publications Dave Gustafson
Treasurer Harvey Oberg
Secretary Roger Wothe
Sunshine Secretary ~ Faythe Oberg

H(651)739-9754

Members and guests are welcome to attend the Board Meetings which are held the second Wed nesday of every month
except December at 7:00 PM at Whitaker Lincoln-Mercury on South Robert Street just north of Highways 110 and 1494

in Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota.

(Continued from page 1)

was at the national meet we had in 1992. It was love at
first sight. | had to have one. In October of 1993, Ford
had a great lease deal on the Mark V111, and | took the
plunge. | got the deep jewel green with thetan interior,
and It isthe one you still see me driving. Hard to believe
itis8 yearsold already. Another tow years, and | will be
ableto put it in the LCOC meets.

In 1998, | got to regretting | had sold the Mark 1V. | was
looking in the car ads in the Minneapolis paper one day,
and someone had a1974 Mark 1V. For sale. | called and
got the name and address of the owner, and sight unseen, |

went to the bank and got a cashiers check for about 80% of
the asking price. | also had cash to make up the difference,

if the owner insisted on the asking price. Jay White and |
went to the owners house after work that night, and once
again, | wasthe proud owner of aMark IVV. The man took
the cashiers check, and none of the cash. Thisisthetriple
black Mark 1V you see me driving to club functions. This
isthe car | have been writing about in my monthly news-
letter articles. My body repairs and painting are just about
Complete, so | can move on to something else.

The Mark IV and the Mark V111 are as different as night
and day. Some of that is due to the 20 year age design
philosophy and technology differences. A large partis
due to the loss of almost aton of weight between the
Mark IV and the VIII. The handling of the V11l is nimble
and precise. Every time you turn the steering wheel of
the 1V it islike having a committee meeting to decide
which directionto go. Thereislittle sway inthe VIII,
while the IV swings and sways all over theroad. Of
course, the V11 will blow the doors off the IV in accel-
eration. The IV will get about 13 MPG on the road with-
out the A/C, while the VIII will turn out 26 with the air
on. The one great thing about the IV isthe size, no one
messes with you on theroad. It isbigger and alot heav-
ier than almost everything else on the road and most real -
ize they will come off second best in a confrontation.
Degspite the differences (or maybe because of) in the two
Marks, | like them both and drive them both as much as
possible.

(& )& * (+, % -.10 12
Price $10,194 Production total 57,316
Weight 5,362 Ibs. Engine V8, 460 CID
Wheelbase 120.4in Bore 4.36, Stroke 3.85
Length 232.6in 220 SAE net hp
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(Continued on page 4)

Another month of our beloved driving season
has gone by. Over the long winter, we spend
our time thinking about getting our prized pos-
sessions out and going down the road, with the
windows down, and the radio turned up. Un-
fortunately, with all the rain and potential for
bad wesather, most of us have not been able to
get our cars out as much as we would like. Let
us hope that the weather will turn in our favor,
and we will have alate fall, to make up for the
poor spring. Maybe if we got to drive them
everyday, it would not be as much fun.

A week or two ago, | was reading on of the
many magazines that we receive about the im-
manent demise of the Cadillac Eldorado and
the Lincoln Continental. Cadillac first pro-
duced their Eldorado in 1953, as alimited edi-
tion show car, along with the Buick Skylark,
and the Oldsmobile Starfire to serve asimage
builders for the GM product line. Of the three,
the Cadillac Eldorado probably has had the
most years in production. On and off from
1953 to the present. These cars competed with
the Packard Caribbean, 1953-19566, and the
Lincoln Mark I1. Lincoln eventually split the
Continental and the Mark into separate series,
the Continental, ar door model, and the Mark,
aluxury sport coupe. Both the Mark and the
Continental evolved into really great cars. |
have been fortunate to own a 1986 Mark V1|
LSC, a1994 VI, and the 1996 Continental
that | am presently driving. All three are great
driving automobiles, with plenty of power and

Continuing on from last month, we want to
extend thanks to a number of other people who
have been members of this club over the years,
and have contributed greatly to the success of
this club.

Tom and Richard Koop....Father and Son,
both have served the club in various positions
over the years, and helped make our past
meets great events. Their advice and judgment
in past club issues has proved invaluable.

Harvey and Faythe Oberg...Harvey is our club
treasurer, although he has held other offices
over the years. Fir the size of our club, the
amount of yearly dues ($15), we have one

excellent gas mileage. Unfortunately, thistype
of vehicle does not appeal to alarge enough
market segment to make it profitable for the
car companiesto keep producing. They are
finding that they can make more profit from
their luxury SUV's and expensive pickups. The
loss of the Continental nameplate, leaves Lin-
coln with the Towncar, the Navigator SUV, the
LS, a European flavored sport sedan, and the
new Blackwood, a luxury SUV/Pickup, soon to
be at a Lincoln dealership near you.

There are rumors abounding that the Mark
series may return in another year or two.
Several of the automobile magazines have had
pictures of adesign exercise for aMark IX.
From the pictures, it appearsto be avery large
vehicle, and the associated text says that if put
into production, it will be smaller and based
upon the LS chassis. Somewhat good news for
uslong time Mark fanciers.

On another note, those in attendance for the
tour to EImer’s at Fountain City, Wisconsin
reported that it was both fun and interesting. It
was a shame that more members couldn’t have
made the tour. Let usall try to make more of
the events. By the way, if you have any sug-
gestions for events or tours, please let us know.
Thisisyour club, for your enjoyment.

Whatever model Lincoln you have, get it out
of the garage and enjoy it this weekend.
-30-
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: c ' Elmer’'s Toys and Mu-
! # seum in Fountain City, WI
A < sureis an interesting place

1 to visit. There are proba-
bly around 100 original or
fully restored carsin three
large buildings. In addi-
tion, there are more model
# 4 cars and other toysthan |
+ v have ever seenin one place. It would have
been nice to share this with more LCOC mem-
bers than were able to make it that weekend.
There were only six of us so we took two cars
from The Point near Hastings to Fountain City.
Karl and Sharon Flick had their 1939 Zephyr
&" Coupe and Floyd Homstad had his 1993 Mark
VIIl. A 54 year difference in the age of the

A (s <
& cars, but they both cruised the back roads of
A 1 ) Wisconsin without trouble. The Zephyr really
- drew alot of attention.
A Well, the painting project on the Mark IV is
* < ( 4 drawing to aclose. | do have to say that it
1 ") doesn't look bad at all. | will probably have to
4 repaint one rear fender due to a bad place
which started out as about one inch square.
A < Every time | did something to that little place it
. 3 4 got bigger and worse, so | figure | might as
3 4 well do the fender al over.
A 1<
& < A This past week a guy dropped off hisMG

Midget for meto work on. In my shop, along
sidethe Mark 1V, itisareal contrast. The
Midget name is appropriate, it istiny. The

-.10 3 *

#4 | The meeting was called to order at Whitaker
Lincoln-Mercury at 7:15 PM by Regional Di-
rector Jim French. Board members present

# were Dave Gustafson, Bob Gavrilescu, Tim
Purvis, Jim French and Roger Wothe. Other
member present was Gaye Purvis. The min-
utes of the previous meeting and the Agenda of
this meeting were approved.

Directors' Reports
Regional Director Jim French reported that the

Whitaker show was a success and Chuck
Whitaker would like to do more. He also

8
(Continued on page 5)

Midget is about as long as the front fender and
the door of the Mark 1V, and weighs about one-
forth of the Lincoln Mark 1VV. The Midget
needsalot of TLC. The brake master cylinder
isto, thetop isripped to shreds, some of the
lights don’t work, and just alot of little things
need to be fixed. Fortunately, the engine runs
all right and the clutch and transmission seem to
be OK. Thecar sat in abarn for quite awhile
and isfilthy, inside and out. This may be my
summer project. But, if anyone needs work
done, be sure to let me know.

Jim French

Top - Karl and Sharon Flick with their
1939 Zephyr.

Bottom - The Whitaker LCOC car show in
May.

<

noted that we have to do more to make new
people feel welcome. We have heard nothing
from Treasure Island for next year’'s meet, and
we also need adirector for the meet soon. Jim
also thanked Dave Gustafson and Roger Wothe
for their work on the 2001 Directory.

Assistant Director and Joint Club Events Coor-
dinator Jay White emailed the notice for ajoint
event with the Minnibirds Club for Saturday
July 14th at 9:00 AM for atour around Lake
Minnetonka and lunch at the Minnesota Land-
scape Arboretum.

(Continued on page 5)
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In 1974 the marketplace for luxury cars was pretty much dominated by Cadillac, Lincoln, and to a
lesser extent, Chrysler with their Imperial model. Lincoln offered two modelsin 1974, the Conti-
nental, with 2 door hardtops, and 4 door sedans, and the Mark 1V, a 2 door luxury sport coupe. The
Mark IV was the better seller of the two models, 57,216 went out the factory door, compared with
36,669 Continentals. These were redlly large cars, weighing in at about 5,360 pounds for each
model. Power came from the 460 cubic inch engine, which was used in both models. The Mark
IV had an extra 5 horsepower, coming in at 220 net SAE. Thelist of both standard and optional
equipment for each model was very long. Most came very well equipped from the factory.

Cadillac was the big seller in 1974, with atotal of 242,220 vehicles produced and sold. Their loss
leader series, the Calais did very poorly, with about 6,800 sold. Americawas not ready for a de-

contented Cadillac. The DeVille series was their best, with almost 174,000 sold. Price was

$8,100 for the 4 door, and $7,867 for the 2 door model. The Fleetwood
Series, was priced at $9,537, and weighed in at 5,143 |bs. 8,250 Fleet-
woods were sold. Cadillac continued to produce their 75 series, 6 and 8
passenger limousine style cars, and the 75 series chassis used for com-
mercial vehicles, ambulances and funeral cars.

Competing with the Mark IV wasthe Eldorado series, a2 door model,
offered as both a coupe, and a convertible. First introduced in 1967 asa
2 door hardtop model, it introduced a convertible model in 1971. The
1974 Eldorado priced out at $9,110 for the coupe, and $9,437 for the
convertible. 40,412 Eldorados were sold in 1974. Cadillac featured a
large 500 cubic inch engine, which produced 210 hp, badly restricted to
emission control equipment.

From 1971 to itsdemisein 1975, Imperia was just a top-of-the-line
Chrydler. Still to alot of people, the Imperial name plate was something
special. The LeBaron series had two models, a 4 door hardtop, and a2
door hardtop. Production for each was 10,576 and 3,850. Factory price
was $7,230 and $7,793. Overdl length was 231.1 inches, wheelbase,
124 inches. Power was from a 440 cubic inch V8 engine, rated at 230
HP. Therewasalong list of factory optional equipment, like Cadillac
and Lincoln. It wasagood car, but not widely accepted by the public.
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Cadillac 242,220
Imperial 14,426
Lincoln
Continental 36,669

Mark 1V 57,216
Cadillac

$7,371 - $13,254
Imperial

$7,235 - $7,793
Lincoln
Continental

$8,053 - $8,238
Mark 1V

$10.914

Treasurer Harvey Oberg reported by phone
that the treasury balance was $4,402.96.

Projects Director Bob Gavrilescu reported the
sale of one set of weatherstripsto someonein
Cdlifornia

Activities Director Tim Purvisreceived acall
from Frank Warner who would like the club to
visit his collection north of Taylors Falls of
fifty to sixty cars, mostly Lincolns. Tim will
set up atour.

There being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Roger
Wothe.

On Saturday July 14, 9:00 AM, the Lincoln
Club and Minnesota Minni Birdswill goon a
tour of Lake Minnetonka’ s beautiful lake area
and million dollar homes. We will take won-
derful winding roads around the lake and end
up eating lunch at the Minnesota L andscape
Arboretum. We will eat at the cafeteria either
inside or outside, your choice. Ticketstothe
Arboretum are $5 per person.

Directions: We will leave at 9:00 AM from
the parking lot of the FAZENDIN Realtorsin
Wayzata. Take 1394 (Hwy 12) west of 1494 to
101 South. The 101 exit will be to the right
and you will go under the freeway and stop at
the light. Bear to theright and the FAZENDIN
parking lot will be immediately on your right
amost under the freeway. Call Jay at 952-432-
5939 to register or for more information.




The following are the scheduled club events, please call Tim Purvis at (651)
459-6178 for information and directions.

29th Annual lola Old Car Show, Swap Meet & Car Corral, lolaOld Car Show
Grounds, lola, Wisconsin. “Midwest’s Largest & Greatest Old Car Show.”

Lake Minnetonka, Landscape Arboretum Tour (a Northstar LCOC event)

With the Minni Birds, tour around Lake Minnetonka and end up for lunch

at the Minnesota L andscape Arboretum. Depart Fazendin Realtorsin in
Wayzata at 9:00 AM. Further detailson page5. Call Jay White at 952-432-5939.

July 19-22  Gigantic Collector Car Tent Sale
Held at Ellingson Car Museum in Rogers, MN

July 29 2nd Annual UMR CCCA Concours d’ Elegance at Blake School
Starts at 8:00 AM. Held at the Blake School in Hopkins, MN Cars by invitation,
public encouraged to come and see the finest show and original carsin the area.

15th Annual New London to New Brighton Old Car Run

Carsleave New London, MN at 7:00AM, lunch stop from 11:00 AM —1:00AM at
Buffalo High School, Buffalo, MN. Arrive at the finish line 3:00 PM—7:00PM,
at the New Brighton's Long Lake Park at the Stockyard Days Festival, New
Brighton, MN.

26th Annual Antique & Classic Car & Boat Show
9:00 AM—6:00 PM Treasure Island Resort & Casino, Red Wing, MN

St. Cloud Pan-Towners 26th Annual Car Show & Swap Meet
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM Benton County Fairgrounds, St. Cloud, MN

18th Annual Fall All Ford Show and Swap Meet
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Twin City Ford Assembly Plant, St. Paul, MN




